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The Economist Intelligence Unit’s Index of Democracy 2013

Democracy in limbo

at the end of 2013. In 2013 global democracy was in limbo, in the sense that, as has been the pattern in 

The World in 2007

The index provides a snapshot of the state of democracy worldwide for 165 independent states and 

 Stagnation of democracy

prospect. 

 US democracy has been adversely affected by a deepening of the polarisation of the political scene 

—
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Erosion of democracy in Europe

Longer-term trends

trends in political development. 

some long-established democracies.

Table 1

Democracy index 2013, by regime type

No. of countries % of countries % of world population

25 15.0 11.0

Flawed democracies 54 32.4 36.0

Hybrid regimes 36 21.5 16.0

52 31.1
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Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 

process 

Functioning of 

government

Political 

participation
Political culture Civil liberties

Full democracies

Norway 1 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00

Sweden 2 10.00 10.00

Iceland 3 10.00 10.00

4

New Zealand 5 10.00 10.00

6 10.00

10.00

Finland 10.00

10 10.00

Netherlands 11

Ireland 12 10.00

13

United Kingdom 14

Germany 15

16 5.56

10.00 4.44 10.00

5.00

20 6.11

=21

=21

23 5.56

24 6.11
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Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 
process 

Functioning of 
government

Political 
participation

Political culture Civil liberties

Spain 25 6.11

Flawed democracies

Botswana 26

France

6.25

6.25

Slovenia 30 6.25

Italy 31 6.43

32

India 33 5.63

Greece =34

=34

Estonia 36 5.00

Taiwan 6.11 5.63

6.11 6.25

Israel

40 5.00

41 5.56 5.00

42 6.43 6.11 5.63

Timor-Leste 43 5.56

Poland =44 6.43 6.11

=44 5.00

Panama 46 6.43 5.56 5.00

Latvia 5.36 5.56 5.63

Trinidad and Tobago 5.00 5.00

4.44

50 5.56 5.63

51 5.00

52 5.56 6.25

53

Indonesia 54 6.25

55 6.43 5.00 5.00

56 5.00 6.25

Serbia 6.11 5.00
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Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 
process 

Functioning of 
government

Political 
participation

Political culture Civil liberties

Lesotho 6.66 5.63

6.55

Romania 6.54 =60 4.44

6.54 =60 5.00 5.00 5.00

El Salvador 6.53 62 5.00

6.51 63 4.44 5.00

64 5.56 6.25

Hong Kong 6.42 65 5.00

Philippines 6.41 66 5.36 6.11 3.13

6.36 6.25

Ghana 6.33 5.36 5.56 5.63

6.32 5.00 5.56

Zambia 6.26 5.36 4.44 6.25

6.26 5.36 5.00

Thailand 6.25 5.56 5.00

Namibia 6.24 5.00 5.63

6.16 4.64 6.11

Senegal 6.15 4.44 5.63

6.05 5.36 5.56

6.00 5.00 5.56 6.25

Hybrid regimes

Georgia 4.64 5.56 5.00

5.36 5.00

Singapore 4.33

5.00 6.25

Benin 4.44 5.63

4.64 5.00

Bangladesh 5.43 5.00

5.56

3.33

Bolivia 5.00 5.56

4.64 5.56 5.63

5.00 6.25
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Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 
process 

Functioning of 
government

Political 
participation

Political culture Civil liberties

5.36 4.44

4.00 5.00 5.00

5.63 6.43 5.00 5.00

5.46 4.00 4.44 5.63

Uganda 5.22 4.44 6.25

Kenya 5.13 4.33 6.11 5.63

5.25 5.56

Lebanon 5.05 5.00

Bosnia and Hercegovina 5.02 6.50 3.33 5.00

Liberia 100 5.56 5.00

=101 5.36 3.33 3.53

Libya =101 4.33 4.64 5.63

Palestine 103

Nepal =104 4.44 5.63

=104 4.42 6.11 5.63 4.12

106 2.21 5.00

4.64 6.00 5.36

Sierra Leone 4.64 6.25

4.60 4.42 5.63 4.12

4.32 110 2.14 5.00 5.63 5.00

111 3.42 5.00 3.13 5.00

4.15 112 4.42 3.33 5.00 4.41

4.10 113 4.33 4.41

Niger 114 1.14 5.00

115 3.50 4.64 5.00 4.41

4.02 116 4.33 3.13

Haiti 2.21 2.22

Ethiopia 0.00 5.56 5.63 4.41

3.00 2.21 5.63 4.41

120 3.53

Nigeria 121 3.21 3.33 3.13 3.53

=122 4.44 3.53

Gabon =122 3.00 2.21 4.44 5.00 4.12



Democracy Index 2013
Democracy in limbo

© The Economist Intelligence Unit Limited 2014

Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 
process 

Functioning of 
government

Political 
participation

Political culture Civil liberties

3.61 124 0.42 5.00

125 3.50 5.00 2.50 4.12

3.52 =126 4.64

3.52 =126 2.21

Togo 3.45 4.00 3.33 5.00 4.12

3.41 3.00 2.21 5.00

3.41 5.00

Rwanda 131 5.00 2.22 5.00

3.35 132 3.21 5.00 3.24

Gambia 3.31 133 2.22 5.00 3.24

134 0.00

Egypt 135 2.50 5.00

3.26 136 0.00 4.12

3.25 0.00 5.00 5.63

3.20 5.63

Qatar 0.00 2.22 5.63 4.12

3.06 =140 3.33

3.06 =140 0.50 2.14 4.41

3.04 142 2.35

3.00 143 0.00 4.64 5.00

144 3.33 5.63 3.24

145 1.25 3.33 3.24

Bahrain 146 1.25 2.35

3.50 0.43 2.65

Yemen 1.33 1.43 5.00 5.00

1.50 2.14 5.63

Zimbabwe 150 0.50 3.33 5.00 3.24

2.54 151 0.00 4.44 5.00

2.52 152 0.00 1.11 5.00

2.51 153 2.22 6.25

154 2.50 2.50

Eritrea 2.40 155 0.00 1.11

Laos 2.21 156 0.00 3.21 5.00
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region have fragile democracies. Levels of political participation are generally low and democratic 

media freedoms. 

Changes in 2013
 Democracy Index 2013 show that the democracy 

to the 2012 score. 

Table 2

Democracy Index 2013

Overall score Rank
Electoral 
process 

Functioning of 
government

Political 
participation

Political culture Civil liberties

Iran 0.00 2.50

Syria 0.00 0.36 3.33 5.63 0.00

1.33 2.22 3.13

160 0.00 3.13

161 0.00 2.22

=162

=162 0.00 2.22 5.00

1.50 164 0.00 0.00 1.11 2.65

165 0.00 2.50 2.35

1.26 166 0.42 0.00 2.35

North Korea 0.00 2.50 1.25 0.00
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Table 3

Democracy across the regions

No. of countries
Democracy 

index average
Full 

democracies
Flawed 

democracies
Hybrid regimes

Authoritarian 
regimes

North America

2013 2 2 0 0 0

2012 2 2 0 0 0

Western Europe

2013 21 15 5 1 0

2012 21 15 5 1 0

Eastern Europe

2013 5.53 1 14 6

2012 5.51 1 14 6

Latin America & the Caribbean

2013 24 2 14 1

2012 24 6.36 2 14 1

Asia & Australasia

2013 5.61 4 10

2012 5.56 4 10

Middle East & North Africa

2013 20 0 1 12

2012 20 0 1 4 15

Sub-Saharan Africa

2013 44 4.36 1 10 24

2012 44 4.32 1 11 23

Total

2013 5.53 25 54 36 52

2012 5.52 25 53 36 53

Decline in media freedoms

the print media and, most recently, the Internet. 
The reasons for this decline are complex and varied. Underlying negative trends were exacerbated 

threatened and have reacted by intensifying their efforts to control the media and impede free 
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Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

US

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Netherlands

Norway

Spain

Sweden

5.63

United Kingdom

4.02

tended to increase, which has had a negative impact on the diversity of views and the freedom of 

and repression of any independent media is a given and has if anything tended to get worse, with 
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Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

3.06 3.15 3.15 3.15

3.04 3.04 3.16 3.34

Bosnia and Hercegovina 5.02 5.11 5.24 5.32

Estonia

Georgia 5.53

3.06 3.24 3.3

4.34 4.31

Latvia

6.16 6.16 6.16 6.16

6.32 6.32 6.32 6.33

6.05 6.15

Poland

Romania 6.54 6.54 6.54 6.6

4.26

Serbia 6.33 6.33 6.33

Slovenia

2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51

6.3

Bolivia

6.55 6.63 6.63 6.55

3.52 3.52 3.52 3.52

6.2 6.2
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Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

El Salvador 6.53

6.05

6.05 6.05 6.05 6.05

Haiti 4 4

5.46 5.56 5.56

Panama

6.26 6.26 6.4 6.4

6.54 6.4

6.65 6.65 6.65

Trinidad and Tobago

5.15

Bangladesh

4.65

4.6

3 3 3.14 3.14

3.61 3.62

Hong Kong 6.42 6.42

India

Indonesia 6.53 6.53

Laos 2.21 2.32 2.1 2.1

6.41

6.51 6.35 6.23 6.36

2.35

Nepal 4.16 4.24 4.24

New Zealand
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Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

North Korea

4.64 4.55 4.55

6.36 6.32 6.32 6.54

Philippines 6.41 6.3 6.12 6.12

Singapore

6.64

Taiwan

Thailand 6.25 6.55 6.55 6.55

Timor-Leste

3.44 3.44

Bahrain 2.53

Egypt 4.56

Iran

4.1 4.1 4.03 4

Israel

Lebanon 5.05 5.05 5.32

Libya 5.15 3.55

3.26 3.26 3.26

Palestine 5.44

Qatar

2.54 2.42

Syria 1.63 2.31

5.53

2.52 2.52

Yemen 3.12 2.64

3.35 3.35 3.32 3.32

Benin 6 6.06
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Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

Botswana

4.15 3.52

3.41 3.6 4.01 4.01

3.41 3.44 3.41 3.41

1.5 1.62 1.62 1.52

3.52 3.52 3.52 3.41

2.15 2.15

3.25 3.25 3.02

2.2

Eritrea 2.4 2.4 2.34 2.31

Ethiopia

Gabon 3.56

Gambia 3.31 3.31

Ghana 6.33 6.02 6.02 6.02

1.26 1.43

Kenya 5.13

Lesotho 6.66 6.66 6.33 6.02

Liberia

4.32

6

5.12 6.36 6.01

Namibia 6.24 6.24 6.24 6.23

Niger 4.16 4.16

Nigeria

Rwanda 3.36 3.25 3.25

Senegal 6.15 5.51

Sierra Leone 4.64 4.51 4.51
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 The Arab spring

affront they become to their peoples.

Table 4

Democracy Index 2010-2013

2013 2012 2011 2010

3.2 3.2 3.26

5.64 5.64

Togo 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.45

Uganda 5.22 5.16 5.13 5.05

Zambia 6.26 6.26

Zimbabwe 2.64
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Timing

have been no Egypt. Finally, domestic political opposition is emboldened when external opposition 

in power.

 Democracy: from retreat to renewal

some aspects of governance, political participation and media freedoms, and a clear deterioration in 

control the media and impede free expression.
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Democracy and economic crisis

a decline in some aspects of governance, political participation and media freedoms, and a clear 

fore.



Democracy Index 2013
Democracy in limbo

© The Economist Intelligence Unit Limited 2014

Regional patterns

 Western Europe

had a decline in their score in 2011; none had an increase.
The main reason for the decline in democracy scores in recent years in the region was the erosion 

politicians were replaced by technocrats at the head of governments. 

among the worst in the developed world. 

European elections ratchet up domestic 
pressures

integration. 

chamber from an irritant fringe to an emergent force. 

balance of power.
Home thoughts, from abroad
In so far as the elections herald a potential crisis 
of political legitimacy, they do so primarily at the 



Democracy Index 2013
Democracy in limbo

© The Economist Intelligence Unit Limited 2014

political relationships are with their domestic 

of national politicians to respond to their voters’ 
concerns.

wanted to get rid of the former president Nicolas 

regret on voters’ part and have worsened steadily. 
However, there is no corresponding swing of the 

saw the combined vote of the two largest parties 

following his party’s electoral collapse.

Exaggerated reports of the mainstream’s death

where voters opted decisively not only for mainstream 

They did so for opposite reasons. In Germany, 
the electorate is broadly content with policy and 
with the political mainstream’s responsiveness to 

European Parliament election results  
(% of votes)

Source: European Parliament.

European People’s Party (EPP)

Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (S&D)

Alliance of Liberals and Democrates for Europe (ALDE)

Greens/European Free Alliance (EFA)

European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)

European United Left/Nordic Green Left (GUE/NGL)

Europe of Freedom and Democracy (EFD)

Non-attached

Newly elected (2014) and unaligned

20092014

28.4
35.8

25.6

10.8

7.4

7.4

4.6
4.14.3

25.39.6

6.9

6.1

5.6

5.1
5.5

8.7
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practised by a leader who is able to connect with the 
electorate. 

that movement’s appeal by recognising what voters 

clarity as to voters’ preferences exists. Rather than 
steer the national mood, the mainstream parties 

messages.

coming years. We are at the beginning of a long 

revealing of voters’ disenchantment and disaffection 

to deliver change on the scale that they explicitly or 

to have been an exception in this regard, with Geert 

to match its pre-election expectations.
Parliamentary arithmetic now slightly more 
complicated

reason for this is that political rivalries between 

and many voters’ feeling that globalisation may 

trade deals (notably a proposed agreement with 

been the case. 
The culture of EU politicking is unlikely to change

attention shifts to the choice of a replacement for 

Parliament’s power in this area. The basic division 

member state governments propose a candidate for 
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candidate. 

They have threatened to vote down any other 
candidate proposed by the heads of government. 

The heads of government, in response, have 

on this point, both formally and in terms of what the 

period of horse-trading both within and between 

reform.

Eastern Europe

the region experienced declines in their scores. This followed a large decline in the average score for 

systems was exposed.

parties. 

Attitudes to democracy
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parties.

parliament; regional governors are appointed directly; the main media are state-controlled; civil 
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 Asia and Australasia
 

covered by the index.

changes have been positive. 

Latin America
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degree of politicisation. 

The Middle East and North Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa
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by regimes clinging on to power. 
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this minimal sense share at least one common, essential characteristic. Positions of political power 

generally open political campaigning

government and a few aspects of participation.

and other expressions of preference. 

democratic societies.

The Economist Intelligence Unit measure

formal way.
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free and fair competitive elections, and satisfying related aspects of political freedom, is clearly the 

democratically-based decisions cannot or are not implemented then the concept of democracy is not 

Participation is also a necessary component, as apathy and abstention are enemies of democracy. 

separate concept. 
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Methodology
The Economist Intelligence Unit’s index of democracy, on a 0 to 10 scale, is based on the ratings for 60 

1. whether national elections are free and fair

4. the capability of the civil service to implement policies.

category index.

Full democracies: 

Flawed democracies: 

Hybrid regimes: 

not independent.
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Authoritarian regimes: 

The scoring system

called reliability

appears more valid with a two or three-point scale for each indicator (the dimensions being aggregated 

different things across the indicators (for example a 2 for one indicator may be more comparable to a 

Features of the Economist Intelligence Unit index

Public opinion surveys
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Participation and voter turnout

democracy—that is, developed, consolidated democracies have, with very few exceptions, higher 

The legislative and executive branches

The model

I Electoral process and pluralism

choices.
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1. Yes
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II Functioning of government
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0 if less than 50%

1 if more than 40%
0.5 if 25-40%
0 if less than 25%

1 if more than 40%
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0.5 if 25-40%
0 if less than 25%

III Political participation

0 if below 50%

% of members of parliament who are women
1 if more than 20% of seats
0.5 if 10-20%
0 if less than 10%

organisations.

If participation is forced, score 0.

% of people who are very or somewhat interested in politics
1 if over 60%
0.5 if 40% to 60%
0 if less than 40%
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1 if over 40%
0.5 if 30% to 40%
0 if less than 30%

1 if over 50%
0.5 if 30% to 50%
0 if less than 30%

facilitate voting by members of the diaspora.
If participation is forced, score 0.

IV Democratic political culture

parliament and elections.
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parliament and elections
1 if less than 30%
0.5 if 30% to 50%
0 if more than 50%

1 if less than 10%
0.5 if 10% to 30%
0 if more than 30%

1 if less than 50%

% of people who disagree with the view that democracies are not good at maintaining order

0 if less than 50%

democracy
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0 if less than 60%

0 if less than 60%

% of people who agree or strongly agree that democracy is better than any other form of government

V Civil liberties

dominate the media

concentration of private ownership of national newspapers

for free expression
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0 if less than 50%

liberties
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Access analysis and forecasting of major 
industries with the Economist Intelligence Unit

I
Automotive

Commodities 
This service offers analysis for 25 leading commodities. It delivers price forecasts for the next two years 

Consumer goods 

Energy 

Financial services 

Healthcare 

Technology 
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c research needs with our 
Custom Research service 

S

Benchmarking

Country analysis

Forecasting

Indexing

Market sizing

peerless databases of macroeconomic and demographic analysis and forecasting, combined with 
sophisticated econometric modelling services. 
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Custom Research service 

Product demand

analysis capabilities. 

Risk analysis
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